
 

     
 

 

Hello Everyone, 

It was good to see so many members at our January Meeting. Wendy Martin, our speaker, did a very enjoyable talk 

about ‘South Africa – Trails of the Garden Route’.  She replaced Charlotte Wakeling, who was unable to attend 

because of a Covid issue. I am delighted to tell you that Charlotte has been re-booked for our April Meeting, so you 

will not miss her Silver Clay Talk/Demo. 

Thank you so much to everyone who brought in toiletries for the Women’s Refuge. You are so generous and they are 

so very grateful.  

At our February Meeting Pat McShane will inform you about the resolutions process 2022. There are 5 resolutions 

and she will explain the voting arrangements. 

February’s speaker is Caroline Roberts who is going 

to tell us all about ‘Haunted Leicester’. We are also 

arranging a ‘Haunted Leicester Walk’ with Caroline 

Roberts on Wednesday 30th March 2022 4:00pm. 

(More information at the meeting). 

As always at our meetings, we would be grateful for 

any help with the chairs, putting out and putting 

away at the end of the meeting.   It would also be 

very nice for a few volunteers to become meeter 

and greeters.  It may be a little bit daunting at first 

for new members, so cheery welcoming people and 

showing them around would be such a nice gesture.  

Remember to bring your own cup/mug, switch off your mobile phones at the start of the meeting and please try not 

to chat until the speaker has finished their presentation. 

That said Ann, Sue, Gill and Mandy will be telling you all about the future trips and events, so it should be a very 

entertaining and fun meeting. I hope you enjoy hearing about the various ghosts and hauntings and I look forward to 

seeing you all. Margaret. 

Covid safety advice 

There has been a change in the law regarding Covid restrictions, and although it is no longer a legal requirement to 

wear a face covering, the government suggests that you continue to wear a face covering in crowded and enclosed 

spaces. We are very mindful of this and will try to ensure that we do everything we can to keep everyone as safe as 

possible 
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Membership subscriptions 2022 -23 

The membership subscriptions are due for payment in April. For the 

year 1st April 2022 – 31st March 2023, the maximum membership fee 

will be £44.00. This means it remains the same as the 2021 

subscription fee.  

The distribution of the 2022 membership fee is as follows: 

Total Subscription £44.00:    WI Share £21.60.    Federation Share £10.30.    NFWI Share £12.10 

Dual Membership: The cost of dual membership - payable to the second WI - is a maximum of £21.60 for the year 1st 

April 2022 to 31st March 2023. 

Fashion Show 

We are holding our Fashion Show on 28th of April. This will be open to everyone, family and friends are all welcome. 

Although we have some volunteer already, we would like 4 more ladies to act as models, so if you fancy sashaying on 

the cat walk please let one of the committee know. It will be great fun! 

You can contact Margaret Lawrence on:   Phone 01455 230046 or email canalsidewi49@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

The WI is unique in putting members 

at the heart of all our campaigning 

activity. Every member has the 

chance to decide what the WI 

campaigns on. This year, 38 

resolutions were submitted, and 5 

very worthy causes have been 

shortlisted and chosen for us to vote 

on.  

 

Information and voting slips can be found on pages 24 to 27 of the November/December WI Life. Further info can be 

found on https://thewi.org.uk/ or log into My WI. 

We shall briefly go through the 5 resolutions at our meeting. Please bring your voting slips from WI Life with you 

where they will be collected. There will be slips available for those members who cannot do that for whatever 

reason. Please note that only full members vote; dual members vote at their first WI.                     Pat McShane. 

 

What happens after members vote? 

The NFWI Board of Trustees reviews the results of the member selections and agrees on the resolutions to go 

forward to the NFWI Annual Meeting in June. This is usually one resolution, but sometimes more than one is taken 

forward. These resolutions are then again discussed by each WI in May to determine how they wish their delegate to 

vote at the NFWI Annual Meeting. 

NFWI Resolutions 
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NFWI Annual Meeting, Saturday 11th June 2022, Liverpool 

 

As in previous years, WIs have been linked together and 

delegate information has been sent to WI Secretaries.  

Hinckley Canalside WI has been linked with Sapcote, 

Burbage and Hollycroft WIs. 

As Sapcote and Burbage did not have a volunteer to be 

delegate, Canalside Committee member, Lisa Parkins, has 

kindly volunteered for this role. 

Lisa will attend the meeting in person at the M&S Bank 

Arena in Liverpool.  

 

As the delegate and the group representative, Lisa will be voting on the resolution(s). If a resolution(s) is adopted it 

will go on to form the basis of a WI campaign. 

Lisa will also report back to us on her experiences. 

If you would like to attend virtually (£5 for virtual attendance) tickets are available via My WI on the following link: 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/2022-nfwi-annual-meeting-tickets-183516712427 

Mandy. 

 

 

 

A big Thank You to the following who very kindly volunteered to 

bake or buy cakes for our February meeting: Carol Beardsmore, 

Helen Dawe, Caroline Drodge, Linda Dunn, Margot Hamnett and 

Pat Ross.  

f you prefer you could bring some fruit instead. In the past this has 

been appreciated by some members. 

Thanks again 😊 Pat. 

                   

 

 

  

We will be holding a raffle at our February meeting. 

Tickets will be £1 each. 

Looking forward to seeing everyone then. 

Gill x 

 

Cake Makers 
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Sales Table 

Books,DVDs and CDs will be for sale again, at our next meeting. Everything is priced at 50p, so please come and have 

a look.I would be grateful if you could bring the right change with you. Also, don’t forget I have the trades directory, 

if you want a trades person to do some work for you. It’s good to know that another member has recommended 

them. If you want to recommend a trades person, then get a business card from them, or write down the details and 

bring it to me, to put in the folder. 

 

I am also taking members’ recommendations for trips and/or speakers. Come to my table and fill in one of the forms 

I have on there, for that. Thanks Cath. 

 

 

Our WI has chosen to support Hinckley Area Foodbank this year, and 

many thanks for your support for our fundraising efforts so far. 

Members can also support Hinckley Area Foodbank in other ways, 

by donating any of the following items, which can be used to 

generate funds.  These can be handed to Lisa Parkins who will 

usually be in the entrance foyer on arrival at our WI meetings. 

 

- used postage stamps - Lisa will leave a collection folder at the signing in desk, to drop these into 

- spare/unwanted foreign or old currency     - old mobile phones (with charger if possible) 

- old digital tablets or cameras         - unwanted costume jewellery/watches 

Of course, you can also help by picking up an extra item or two in your grocery shop to donate to those in 

need.  Collection boxes/trollies are usually located behind supermarket checkouts, to drop them in on your way 

out.  For an idea of what items are most needed at the moment, check the link Donate food | Hinckley Area 

Foodbank 

Any help will be most gratefully received and help to support those who are struggling to put food on the table 

during these difficult times.         Thank you, Lisa.            

 

 

 

At the January 2022 meeting we had an enjoyable evening, with an 

interesting talk by Wendy Martin. It was our first meeting of 2022 and 

41 members and 5 visitors were in attendance.     

Wendy gave us an amazing insight into her travels on The South Africa 

Garden Trail.  Her stories and photographs of her experience were 

fascinating.  Wendy was truly inspirational and encouraged us to give it 

a go, get out there and travel and explore the world.  

Wendy is a member of the Send a Cow Charity which does amazing 

work around the world to help poor communities.   

Justine. 
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Pat McShane 

Pat is our MCS representative - she updates and maintains the 

membership communication system. 

She does front of house and members’ sign in at meetings. 

Pat also presents the newsletter and checks copy (this is shared with 

Mandy).  

Pat organises the Book Club and the Darts Team and deals with gift aid 

and the ACWW. 

 

 

 

 

Walking Group 

January Walk: On Wednesday 19th January 9 members, 3 dogs and 1 husband met at the Hansom Cab (outside) 

for our monthly walk. The weather that morning had been a bit unsettled, but at 11.00hrs, when we set off the sun 

had come out and it was very pleasant. We walked along a very well-kept footpath at the back of the huge DPD 

depot. When we reached the small industrial estate of Sketchley Meadows we decided to walk through it rather 

than on to the A5. 

We were quite surprised at how well-kept the estate was and how quiet it was. We then walked up the small lane, 
past Sketchley Grange and through the Old Village. From here we continued down Greenmoor Rd and back to the 

Hansom Cab. Unfortunately, we forgot to take a 
photograph as we were so busy enjoying the good 
weather and having a chat! 

 
February Walk: Our next walk will be on 

Wednesday 16th February and will take in Stoke 
Golding and Dadlington. More information at 
the meeting on 2nd February.  Sue x 
 

 
 

Darts                 

 

The entry form for Leicestershire and Rutland Darts Competition 2022 has now been sent 

off. We have 8 ladies signed up and are looking forward to starting matches in March. All 

are welcome to come along and support us. If you want to know any more, please ask. 

There will be a get together of some sort before we begin.      Pat McShane. 
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Clubs and Teams 
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Book Club 

 

Sorry about the confusion regarding our meeting in last month’s newsletter. I got the date 

wrong!  

We meet on the second Monday of the month and our next meeting is on Monday 14th 

February at 11.30 at The Greyhound. The book to be discussed is ‘Wuthering Heights’ by 

Emily Bronte.  

Future books we have decided to read are ‘The Salt Path’ by Raynor Winn in March and 

‘Orphans of the Storm’ by Celia Imrie in April. All are welcome 😊 Pat 

My contact details are pat.mcs@hotmail.com or 07714 097947. 

 

 

 

Bits and Bobs Craft Group 

On 25th January the Bits & Bobs Craft Group welcomed another new member, Pat. 

We’re now nearly at capacity!  

First we assembled badges for the WI. 

After that, we used patterned paper to 

make small boxes, which, though 

fiddly, were fun to make! 

 

 

 

 

We enjoyed meeting in the space we’d been offered. The 

back room at ‘The Plough’ was bright and warm, and, 

best of all, no stairway to struggle with. Lovely! Most of 

us appreciate the free use of the room by buying a drink 

on the way through.  

            

Our next meeting will be on Tuesday 22nd February, 

6.30-8pm in the back room at ‘The Plough’. Next time we 

will be making Dorset Buttons.  

For any information, feel free to email me 

at collsimpson@yahoo.co.uk.   Colleen. 
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Guided Walk on Haunted Leicester – Wednesday 30th March 

As you know, at our February meeting we are looking forward 

to hearing Caroline Roberts’ presentation on Haunted 

Leicester. Caroline is not only a Blue Badge Guide, but also 

the Lord Mayor’s Guide. 

Committee members decided to offer members the 

opportunity to go on Caroline’s Guided Walk on Haunted 

Leicester. We have booked the afternoon of Wednesday 30th 

March, starting at 4.00pm; the walk will last about 1 hour 30 

minutes. We will not be arranging transport as it is easier to either use the Enderby Park and Ride facility or lift share 

and drive into Leicester. Park and ride services operate from 7am to 7pm, Monday to Saturday, with buses running 

every 15 minutes.  

There is a park and ride bus stop near Leicester Cathedral, which is why we have requested that the guided walk 

starts there. 

You can listen to tales of ghosts in abundance and visit places they frequent to 

hear why. Who is Black Annis and the White Lady? Where were Ebenezer and 

Winifred and why should you be very careful near the Cathedral?  

I have already been on this guided walk and recommend it to you; it will be a 

very enjoyable event. 

The cost is dependent upon the number of participants – but assuming that 

we get 15 people interested then it would be £6.50 per person.  

Names and monies will continue to be taken at the February meeting. 

Thank you, Mandy. 

 

NEWS FLASH.  Fashion Show, Thursday 28th April 

 

Date for your diary, Thursday 28th April 2022. What you have 

been waiting for, our Fashion Show is returning! 

Major high street brands at discount prices. Sizes 6 to 30. So come 

along and have a fun evening. 

See some of your committee members ‘strutting their stuff’ on 

the catwalk. We still need 2-3 more volunteers to be models, so if 

you would like to join in please let me know. The event will be 

open to family and friends.  

Any purchases can be paid for by cash or card, NO CHEQUES.  

Tickets will go on sale at the February meeting and will cost £6, 

this will include light refreshments. Sue x     

 

 

Future Events and Trips 



Concordia Theatre Trips 

Wed 23rd March 

 

 

Concordia Theatre trip on Wednesday 23 March 2022, to see Priscilla 

Queen of the Desert. 

If you have put your names down for this trip and wish to be seated with 

anyone in particular could you please let me know at our February 

meeting. 

Gill x 

 

 

Wed 11th May 

 

We have a group booking to the Concordia on Wednesday 11 

May 2022, to see the Sound of Music.  Tickets are priced at £16 

each. However, I am delighted to say as we have a party of over 

10, this will be reduced to £14.40. 

At present we have 11 ladies going. I will need the remainder of 

your money (£9.40) at the February meeting please. 

I will be taking names of anyone else interested at our February 

meeting, when full payment will need to be made.  We have a 

maximum of 18 tickets in total available.   Gill x  

 

 

ACWW: Pennies for Friendship 

The Christmas raffle raised £89.10 which will be 

donated to this cause. Many of you also put lots of your 

loose change in the pots around the room. Please 

continue doing this in our January and February 

meetings and we shall have a good amount to send off 

at the end of February. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY. 

Look out for the purple bucket where you 

will find more information about ACWW. 

 

 



Recipe of the Month                

Spiced carrot and apple muffins 
 
These fruity muffins are great for breakfast on-the-go, or a 
mid-morning treat.  
Prep 10 mins. Cook 20 mins. Serves 9. 
 
Ingredients: 
100ml rapeseed oil 
100ml natural yogurt 
50ml runny honey 
2 eggs 
1 tsp vanilla extract 
200g SR flour 
1tsp bicarb soda 
1 & 1/2 tsp ground mixed spice 
1/4 tsp salt 
1 apple grated 
1carrot grated 
50g sultanas, raisins, chopped nuts or seeds (optional) 

 
 
Method: 
Heat oven to 180C/ 160fan/ gas 4. 
Line muffin tin with 9 muffin cases. 
Mix oil, yoghurt, honey, eggs and vanilla in a jug. 
In a bowl, combine the flour, bicarb soda, mixed spice and salt. 
Pour yogurt mixture into flour mixture and add apple and carrot, as well as any extra ingredients you’re using. 
Mix with a spatula until well combined, then spoon mixture into muffin cases. 
Bake for 20- 22 mins, or until skewer inserted into middle of muffin, comes out clean.  
Leave to cool for at least 5 mins.   Enjoy! 
 

                             

For bookings please contact Ann Bowles on 07981 826871 

Date Event/Trip 

Wednesday 23rd  March  
Starts at 7.30pm. 

Concordia Theatre - Priscilla Queen of the Desert. 
Evening performance.   
 

Wednesday 30th March Haunted Leicester Guided Walk. 
Tickets on sale at the February meeting, £6.50 
 

Wednesday 11th May  Concordia Theatre - The Sound of Music. 
Tickets on sale at the February meeting, £14.40.  
All monies must be paid at the February meeting. 
 

Thursday 28th April Fashion Show at the Mary Forryan Centre. 
Tickets on sale at the February meeting, £6. 

 

Trip Notice  If your emergency contact phone number has changed, please notify Pat McShane so that we can 

update our records. The organizer needs contact numbers in the event of an accident, illness, admission to hospital 

or a serious event. This is a safeguarding measure for the benefit of all members. 

 

A Summary of Events/Trips 



 

 

If you are interested, please see Judith Smith at the County Events table at the February meeting. Full payment 

please. 

County events need to be booked and paid for at the WI meeting.  See Judith. 

Federation Art Trophy 2021/22 ‘Fairground’. Cost £4. Closing date 10th February 2022. See me for the 

detailed rules on size etc. 

 

Art Competition, Crown and Jewels. An item in any medium 

incorporating a crown in some way with the theme crown and jewels. Entry 

cost on the day £1. 

 

 

TLH Torquay Holiday, 7th - 11th February 2022. Cost £295pp. 

The Edith Buckley Poetry Competition. To use any poetic form to celebrate aspects of Queen Elizabeth’s 

life and work over the last 70years. Entries are to be on A4 paper, no more than 250 words. Entrance fee is £4. 

Closing date 10th February 2022. 

 

Petanque Evening, Friday 25th February 2022. Birstall. Tickets £5 to include 

ham or cheese cob. 7,00pm start. Tuition Available. 

 

 

Photographic Competition, Leicestershire and Rutland Scenes and Events. Photos to be 

submitted by Thursday 28 July 2022, £2.00 per entry. 

 

County Events 


