
          

 

 

 

As some of you know, Canalside WI’s first 

meeting took place on 2.11.2011 with 30 

members present. Our group has grown since 

then and this is testimony, I think, to the 

friendship and camaraderie that we all share.   

Our September meeting will provide us 

with an opportunity to celebrate our 

tenth anniversary! 

The daffodil is the official flower of the 

tenth anniversary. These yellow blooms 

symbolize rebirth and new beginnings.  

How very appropriate after the enforced 

halt to our meetings brought about by the 

pandemic.  

Let’s look forward to better times. Mandy. 

 

Safety Measures for our September Meeting 

England is now on step four of the roadmap out of lockdown. This means there is an end to most legal social 

restrictions and WIs can meet in-person in full numbers. Good news! 

Facemasks are discretionary. 

However, there are some safety measures that still need to be in place where we need your help: 

 Could we remind you to bring your own wipes/hand sanitiser – we will provide hand sanitiser as well.  

 Any members or visitors who have any Covid-19 symptoms must stay at home.  

 If you have been told to self-isolate by NHS Test and Trace or NHS Wales Test Trace Protect you must do so. 

 If you experience any Covid-19 symptoms you must get a PCR test. If you test positive and have attended an in-

person WI meeting or activity within the last seven days you must inform the President. 

 Pat McShane will be taking a register as usual in the reception area. Pat will ask for contact details from you 

when they sign in. 

 Please bring your own cup/mug. Thanks for your co-operation. Mandy, on behalf of committee members. 

 Canalside WI’s Tenth Anniversary Year  

Meeting on Wednesday 1st September 
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Bring your own Cups/Mugs 

In addition to the Covid context, another good reason for bringing your 

own cups is that we should be looking to cut down on single use disposable 

cups – even though we have tried to purchase recyclable products… 

It would be great if you could bring a reusable cup or travel mug to our   

meetings – or even your own crockery with a zip up bag!  

This small gesture counts and is consistent with WI campaigns over the last 100 years on a range of environmental 

causes - such as the action on End Plastic Soup.  

Thank you, Mandy. 

Sales Table 

Hi Everyone, I will be running the sales table at the September meeting, but I will just be selling books, items left 

over from our market stall and a few other donated items - so please don’t bring items to sell this month.  

I would be grateful if you could bring small change with you, rather than large notes, as I don’t have very much 

change. It will be lovely to see you all again, after all this time.  

Thanks, Cath. 

Raffles 

We will be holding raffles every other month, starting from our October 

meeting.  This means we will then be able to hold one at our Christmas 

meeting in December. 

If you have any suitable items for raffle prizes, we would be grateful to 

receive these.  You can pass them to me at our October meeting.       

      Looking forward to seeing everyone then.   Thanks, Gill x. 

Your Subscription Receipts 2021 

Please would you collect your annual subscription receipt from our treasurer, Caroline Drodge, who will be at 

manning a desk in the main hall at the next meeting. Many thanks. 

 

 

 

Help for the Domestic Abuse Survivor 

Canalside members have been amazing: by the first afternoon we already had donations of a bed, kitchen table, 

towels and TV. And the offers of help continue. You are all amazingly kind and Melanie Diamandis wants me to pass 

on her gratitude. 

In her own words: 

You’re all going to make me cry! Thank you sooooo much! 

 



 

 

Bits and Bobs Craft Club 

During lockdown members of the craft club kept in touch through WhatsApp or email and each month we had a 

challenge.  

                               

March: Make something with spring or Easter in mind. 

                       

April: Make or decorate a box.                                            May: Complete something you’ve already started. These are   

Zentangles, which we will do as a group in a future meeting. They are very mindful! 

 

In July, only three of us met - partly due to the impending 

storm and partly due to holidays. We carried on with our 

quilling attempts and made Christmas trees of variable quality!  

We now meet on the last Tuesday of the month in the upstairs 

room of The Greyhound, from 6.30-8pm. August’s meeting will 

be on Tuesday 31st, and the next will be on September 28th. 

We hope to be making some sort of Christmas decorations in 

September. We look forward to meeting new members! 

Contact Colleen at 

collsimpson@yahoo.co.uk for info. 

Clubs and Teams 

. 

mailto:collsimpson@yahoo.co.uk


Walking Group 

It has been such a long time since we have been able to enjoy 

our walks together. Covid restrictions has affected us all, but 

with the gradual lifting of restrictions we can now look 

forward to resuming our monthly walks. 

However, I am unable to lead a September walk. However we 

are having a sponsored walk on Saturday 2nd October around 

Bosworth Battlefield and Ambion Woods. This should take 

approximately an hour. All are welcome - family, friends, and 

furry friends. Please feel free to bring a picnic/refreshments for 

after the walk.  

    Start time is 10.00hrs. Car parking is £2.50 per day cash/card. 

Monies raised will be divided between Hinckley Food Bank and Canalside WI. 

Sponsor forms will be available at the September meeting.  

If anyone has a particular walk that they enjoy, or would like to lead a walk, please let me know. 

Future dates:  20th October.  Fosse Meadows, 10.45 hrs for 11.00 hrs start. 

                          17th. November. TBA.        Best wishes, Sue. 

 

Book Club 

Many of us will have read lots of books during lockdown and may be looking forward 

to sharing their favourites with others. We would like to get our WI Book Club running 

again. If you are interested, please give your name to either Pat McShane or Judith 

Smith at the meeting or contact Pat on 07714 097947. We used to meet monthly at 

the Greyhound on Thursday afternoon but that can be altered to suit the group. 

Look forward to hearing from fellow bookworms! Pat. 

 

Skittles                                            

It’s the time of year again when we are looking for ladies to join our 

skittles team. 

The competition starts at the end of Sept/beginning Oct but as yet 

we have no definite dates.  

It is a knockout competition with matches being played 

approximately once a month. If we win we go through to the next 

round - if not, that’s sadly the end for us. 

So, could be only one game if unsuccessful - but could carry on into 

the New Year if we are successful and win our matches. 

Always lots of fun! 

If you are interested please see me at our next meeting, email me at 

gillhannah2000@yahoo.com or text to 07734429480. 

Thanks to those ladies that have already contacted, I’ll get back to you when I know dates.              Thanks, Gill. 
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Oxford Day Trip, Saturday 21st August 

 

We took a coach of 29 ladies to Oxford for the day.  We arrived 

at 11.00am and Oxford was very quiet.  Some of the ladies 

went off to the Ashmolean Museum, others to the Botanic 

Gardens or a bit of retail therapy.   

The Randolph Hotel, where we were dropped off by the coach, 

had just reopened and it has undergone a lot of work; the staff 

were very happy to see some customers and served us tea and 

coffee.  (Oh, and the wines were very interesting and served 

with style!)  

Oxford has some wonderful buildings and just wandering 

around was a real pleasure.  I would have liked to visit a few 

more, but the time just flew by and we returned to our coach 

at 5.00pm for the journey home. 

A great day out!  Ann Bowles. 

Canalside Charity Market Stall, 7th August 

 

Despite the gloomy weather forecast, WI volunteers 

escaped, and we had a very successful day running the 

charity market stall. Members of the public were very 

appreciative of the cakes, plants, craft items etc. that 

you had donated. And there was interest in our WI 

from some local ladies. In all, we raised £191 from the 

stall! So, a massive thank you. 

Also, thanks to Sue Barden-Marshall for coordinating 

arrangements, the fundraising subcommittee and the 

volunteers who manned the stall on the day to make it    

possible.  Mandy. 

Reports on Events and Trips 



 

 

Beaumanor Trip, September 8th - Reminder 

Beaumanor Hall is a Victorian country house located in 

Woodhouse, Leicestershire, and is set in 34 acres of idyllic 

countryside. The hall has a rich and varied history, from a family 

house in the 1800s to a secret listening station during World War II. 

We have arranged two guided tours in the afternoon when you will 
hear about the fascinating connections Beaumanor Hall has with 
both the Victorian era and WW2.   

Each tour lasts about 1.5 hours and tea/coffee will be provided.  

All places are now full and participants are making their own way. 

The first tour starts at 3:00 pm and we anticipate leaving 
Beaumanor Hall at 6:00 pm.  

Margaret Lawrence will be leading the trip on the day. 

Any queries please phone 01455 251809.           Thank you, Mandy. 

Beetle Drive, Friday 15th October 

The Beetle Drive is on the 15th October at 7.30pm at the 
The Greyhound public house, 9 New Buildings.  The cost of 
this will be £7.00 per head which will include 
refreshments. 

We are having this evening to commemorate one of our 

members and a committee member Margaret Copson 

who sadly died recently.  Margaret enjoyed taking part in 

our last Beetle Drive and was also a member of the Darts 

and Skittles teams.  With this in mind we will be 

presenting the winner with a cup which we are calling 

‘The Margaret Copson Cup’ and each year we hope to 

hold an event in her name, giving the cup to the winner. 

The tickets will be on sale at the September meeting and this event is open to everyone. 

 

Stratford – upon - Avon Victorian Christmas Market, Friday 10th December 

 

The Victorian Christmas Market is a themed event with stall 

holders dressed in Victorian costumes. There will be entertainment 

throughout the town; a stage in Henley Street will host a 

programme of performances. There will be a traditional funfair, 

which will include a carousel situated at the bottom of Wood 

Street and on the Rother Street market area. The Christmas market 

will be on Waterside, Bridge Street, Henley Street, High Street and 

Meer Street, with stalls which will include street food and drink-

related produce being positioned on Wood Street. 

Future Events and Trips 



On behalf of the Hinckley Canalside WI Committee, I am arranging a trip to this event on Friday 10th December; the 

cost will be £18.00 per person. We will be leaving by coach from Hinckley Bus Station at 9.00am. This will be at the 

loading bay just before the last stop which is Rugby Rd end. Our second pick up point will be St. Catherine’s Church 

in Burbage, leaving at 9.10am. The estimated time of arrival in Stratford is approximately 10.30 am - traffic 

permitting. We plan to return from Stratford at 4.00pm, arriving back first at Burbage and then at Hinckley Bus 

Station at approximately 5.40pm. 

We are giving priority on places to Canalside members, their family/friends. After this, members of other WIs will be 

offered places. 

I will be taking names from Canalside WI members starting at September’s meeting. 

I will need a deposit of £10, which is refundable up to the 3rd November 2020. After this date no monies will be 

refunded. (This is because we need to confirm the coach by then). The remaining sum of £8.00 will need to be paid 

by 3rd Nov 2020. So all monies must be paid by 3rd Nov meeting. If you would like to pay the whole amount of 

£18.00 at the start that’s fine but it won't be refundable after 3rd Nov unless we have a reserve taking the seat. 

Ann Bowles. 

 

  Bletchley Park Day Trip, Saturday 12th 

March 2022 

Bletchley Park, once the top-secret home of the World 

War Two Codebreakers, is now a vibrant heritage 

attraction. 

You can discover incredible stories whilst exploring 

atmospheric Codebreaking Huts, wartime blocks and 

immersive exhibitions, all set within a former 

Victorian country estate. 

 

We will be leaving by coach from Hinckley Bus Station at 9.00am. This will be at the loading bay just before the last 

stop which is Rugby Rd end. Our second pick up point will be St. Catherine’s Church in Burbage, leaving at 9.10am. 

The estimated time of arrival in Bletchley is approximately 10.45 am - traffic permitting.  

We plan to return from Bletchley at 4.30pm, arriving back first at Burbage and then at Hinckley Bus Station at 

approximately 5.30pm. 

We are giving priority on places to Canalside members, their family/friends. After this, members of other WIs will be 

offered places. 

I will be taking names from Canalside WI members from Nov 3rd meeting onwards. 

The cost will be £38.00 without afternoon tea - or £58 per person if you are having afternoon tea. 

During the visit we have the opportunity to have afternoon tea at the Bletchley Mansion, this is normally off limits to 

the public, but if we book afternoon tea we can see inside and enjoy the atmosphere.  The cost of this is £20 

(Bletchley have offered to give us the 2020 price) which we have to pay in advance and by the 3rd January 2022; as 

we will be at Bletchley for about 6 hours it will make a real day of it. 

So if you want to do the afternoon tea and Bletchley you will need to pay £58 in total.  £20 as a deposit to confirm 

your place on the coach and Bletchley Park and £20 for the Afternoon Tea. (As we have to pay upfront for the tea 

when we book.) The rest of the payment of £18 by 3rd Jan 2022. 

If you would like to pay the whole amount of £58 at the start that’s fine but it won’t be refunded after Jan 3rd 2022, 

unless we have a reserve taking the seat.   Ann Bowles. 



 

Two Night Trip to Liverpool in November 2022  

 

Liverpool offers museums, galleries, theatres, shops, beaches, docks and everywhere in between. For further 

information please click on the link: 

https://www.visitliverpool.com/things-to-do 

There is a chance we could go on a 2 night trip to Liverpool on Friday November 19th 2022, returning on Sunday 21st.  

We would spend 2 nights at the Pullman Hotel Liverpool (It is in the vibrant docklands area, near to lots of 

restaurants and a short walk to the hop on hop off bus stop and the Liver Centre). A double room on a B&B basis 

costs £245 per person, a single room on a B&B basis is £385 per person. This includes the coach there and back 

(times to be advised). 

Should you need travel insurance that will be up to you to source it. 

I will need a deposit of £120 per person to book a place by 3rd November 2021 and the balance to be paid by the 1st 

August 2022.  

I am happy for you to pay each month as long as you complete payment by 1st Aug.  

If you are interested, I will have interest forms available at the desk at our September meeting. I need to get at least 

40 participants to go forward and keep this price. I would be happy for friends and family to join with us. It would be 

cheaper if everyone shared rooms, but I know some prefer single rooms which will, of course, be the more expensive 

option.  

There may well be a tourist tax to pay but as yet the government has not made a decision. I will keep you informed. 

This payment will be made on the day of departure from the hotel. 

Ann Bowles. 

 

 

 

If your emergency contact phone number has changed, please notify Pat McShane so that we can update our 

records. 

The organizer needs contact numbers in the event of an accident, illness, admission to hospital or a serious event. 

This is a safeguarding measure for the benefit of all members. 

 

Trip Notice 

https://www.visitliverpool.com/things-to-do


 

 

For bookings please contact Ann Bowles on 07981 826871 

Date Event/Trip 

Wednesday 8th September Beaumanor Afternoon Trip    Now full. 
First tour starts at 3.00pm. 

Saturday 2nd October Sponsored walk on Saturday 2nd October around Bosworth Battlefield and 
Ambion Woods. 
All welcome. 
See Sue Barden-Marshall for sponsor forms. 

Friday 15th October Beetle Drive at The Greyhound, 9 New Buildings. 
7.30pm start. 
Tickets £7 to include refreshments. 

Friday 10th December Stratford- upon-Avon Victorian Christmas Market. 
Pick up at Hinckley Bus Station at 9.00am and  
St. Catherine’s Church in Burbage at 9.10am. 
£18 

Saturday 12th March 2022 Bletchley Park Day Trip 
Pick up at Hinckley Bus Station at 9.00am and  
St. Catherine’s Church in Burbage at 9.10am. 
£38.00 without afternoon tea - or £58 per person with afternoon tea. 

 

 

 

County events need to be booked and paid for at the WI meeting.  

I will be seated at the County Events table, Judith Smith. 

Aylestone Meadows & the Great Central Way Walk. Friday 17th September. No Charge. Reserve your 

place by contacting WI House 01162661342 or email wihouse@lrfwi.org 

Autumn Lunch. Greetham Valley Golf Club. Sunday 26th September 2021, 11.30 am for drinks/12.30pm lunch. 

Tickets £30 for two courses with entertainment from the ‘D Day Darlings’. 

Hardanger Embroidery Workshop. Saturday 16th October. £20. 10am - 3pm at WI House. 

A Little Me Time Thursday 20th October 2021, 7.00pm. Mary Foryann Centre, Hinckley. £15. Fashion show and 

hair demonstration. Refreshments. 

Ghost Walk, Leicester City Centre. Tuesday 26th October or Thursday 28th October. 6.30pm start 8.00pm 

finish. Cost £5.50. 

Goldwork Techniques. Saturday 13th November. 10 am - 3 pm at WI House. Cost £20. Suitable for beginners 

or more experienced embroiderers. 

Margaret Johnson Trophy Competition 2022. Writing challenge of 500 words. Title ‘Memorable Day 

Out’. Cost £4. Closing date 10th January 2022. 

Federation Art Trophy 2021/22 ‘Fairground’. Cost £4. Closing date 10th February 2022. See me for the 

detailed rules on size etc. 

TLH Torquay Holiday, 7th - 11th February 2022. Cost £295pp. 

County Events 

 

A Summary of Events/Trips 
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