
          

 

 

England is now on step four of the roadmap out of lockdown. This means there is an end to most legal social 

restrictions and WIs can meet in-person in full numbers. Good news! 

Facemasks are discretionary. 

However, there are some safety measures that still need to be in place where we need your help: 

 Could we remind you to bring your own wipes/hand sanitiser – we will provide hand sanitiser as well.  

 Any members or visitors who have any Covid-19 symptoms must stay at home.  

 If you have been told to self-isolate by NHS Test and Trace or NHS Wales Test Trace Protect you must do so. 

 If you experience any Covid-19 symptoms you must get a PCR test. If you test positive and have attended an in-

person WI meeting or activity within the last seven days you must inform the President. 

 Pat McShane will be taking a register as usual in the reception area. Pat will ask for contact details from you 

when they sign in. 

 Please bring your own cup/mug. Thanks for your co-operation. Mandy, on behalf of committee members. 

 

Dear Members,  

At the start and end of meetings, there is quite a lot to do in terms of getting 

ready and clearing away – especially with the additional health and safety 

requirements due to Covid. 

There are people who can lift (tables/chairs) and those who cannot. Because of 

reduced ability, in this respect, amongst committee members we very much 

need help from you. 

If you could lend a hand and arrive prompt at 7.00pm on the 6th October this 

would be much appreciated. Also, if you could let me know at the October meeting if you are willing to help out at 

future meetings then I could set up a rota. 

The committee invest a lot of time making meetings happen and occasional help from members would lighten the 

load. 

Thank you, Mandy.  Email at canalsidewi2@gmail.com or Phone: 01455 251809. 

Cakes at meetings. 

We shall provide cakes at the October meeting. However, committee members have decided to return 

to asking for volunteers to bring them in the future. We know many of you love baking.😊 

We will be asking for 6 people to bake (or buy) cakes for approximately 8 to 10 people at our 

November meeting. Thank you in advance. Pat. 

Meeting on Wednesday 6th October 
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Raffles 

We will be holding raffles every other month, starting from our 

October meeting.  This means we will then be able to hold one at our 

Christmas meeting in December. 

If you have any suitable items for raffle prizes, we would be grateful 

to receive these.  You can pass them to me at our October meeting. 

Looking forward to seeing everyone then.  Thanks Gill. x 

Sales Table 

There will be a sales table at the next meeting. You may bring things to sell, but please come and collect them 
afterwards, if they haven’t sold. Please put the price on the items and size if relevant.  
Please come and have a look at the sales table and bring some change with you, as I don’t have much in my cashbox 
yet.                            Thanks, Cath Greenwell. 
 

 

 

Canalside WI 

Tenth Anniversary Year 

 

Hinckley Canalside WI held their first ‘face to face’ meeting in September. 

It was lovely to see so many members and guests enjoying the opportunity to get together. 

It was a very special night as we enter our 10th year. What started in 2011 at a meeting attended by 30 people has 

grown significantly and this is testament to the friendship and camaraderie we all share. 

 

 

To celebrate, one of our members, Karen Morgan, made cakes and members who had 

been present in our first few months were given certificates to recognise their loyalty. 

It was a lovely evening and enjoyed by everyone. Gill Hannah. 

    

Meeting Snapshot 

 



 

 

Cath Greenwell is in charge of the sales table at our monthly meetings. 

She updates our trade register, where you can find contact information 

for tradespeople recommended by our members. Cath also keeps a 

record of our monthly meetings and writes items for the newsletter, 

including the monthly recipe and meet your committee. 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Members, 

If you can save any used stamps you have and bring them 

along to our monthly meetings, we will see that they go to 

the Hinckley Area Foodbank. 

Chris Wright, Deputy Manager / Fundraiser, tells us that 

when the foodbank have collected over 10kg of stamps, they 

pass them on to a stamp collector/dealer who gives the 

foodbank a donation for them.                        Mandy. 

 

 

 

Our website address is: 

https://hinckleycanalsidewi.co.uk/ 

Just press the Control Key and Click!  

On the front page of the newsletter there is a blue 

hyperlink in the top right hand box that will always be 

there for you to use. Just press the Control Key and Click 

and it will take you to the website. 

You will find Canalside WI’s monthly newsletter there. 

There is also a Gallery, Events, WI links – including to MY 

WI, the national website for members.  

On MY WI you can access Craft, Food and Cookery, Floral 
Art  and Gardening – all to be found under Make, Create and    

  Do!                                              
     Mandy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meet Your Committee 

 

Collection of Used Stamps 

Hinckley Canalside WI Website 
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   What a lovely afternoon we spent at Beaumanor Hall on      
 September the 8th. The weather was sunny and warm.... As were 
the staff at Beaumanor Hall. 

On arrival we were invited to have tea/coffee or orange juice 
and biscuits. Victoria was our very knowledgeable guide, and she 
delivered her talk with just the right amount of humour and care 
for the people on her tour. 

The 3 - hour tour was split into two parts - the Victorian tour 
incorporating the history of Beaumanor Hall, which is in the 
gorgeous village of Woodhouse.  

It dates to the 13th century when it was a deer park and hunting 
lodge. William Herrick 1 bought the first house in 1595 which 
was a medieval manor house. 

The present Beaumanor Hall, which is a magnificent Victorian 
Country House, is at least the third house to be built on the 
same spot. 

The grand staircase and huge painted stained glass windows are 
beautiful, as are some of the ceilings which are still intact. 

 

The laundry and kitchen with the bread ovens were very interesting. It was fascinating to see so many household 
items that some of us remembered from our childhood. 

   We were then invited to have more light 
refreshments before starting the WWII Tour. 
Beaumanor Hall was requisitioned by the War 
Office in 1940 and set up as a Y Station. 
Buildings were erected in the grounds which 
are still in place... disguised as cottages, 
barns, stables etc. These housed the intercept 
Personnel, listening for German and Italian 
encrypted messages. The messages were sent 
to Bletchley by motorcycle couriers and later 
by teleprinter over post office land lines. 

 

A lot of us had no idea how important Beaumanor was in WWII ...it seems a shame that it is not given the same 
amount of media coverage that Bletchley receives. 

The gardens are beautiful and there is a tree that is 1,000 years old behind a very old yew hedge. 

We all enjoyed the tour very much; it was definitely well worth the visit. Margaret Lawrence with photos by Louise 
Berry. 

 

 Beaumanor Hall Visit – September 8th 



 

 

Beetle Drive, Friday 15th October 

The Beetle Drive is on the 15th October at 7.30pm at the 
The Greyhound public house, 9 New Buildings.  The cost of 
this will be £7.00 per head which will include 
refreshments. 

We are having this evening to commemorate one of our 

members and a committee member Margaret Copson 

who sadly died recently.  Margaret enjoyed taking part in 

our last Beetle Drive and was also a member of the Darts 

and Skittles teams.  With this in mind we will be 

presenting the winner with a cup which we are calling 

‘The Margaret Copson Cup’ and each year we hope to 

hold an event in her name, giving the cup to the winner. 

The tickets will be on sale at the September meeting and this event is open to everyone. Ann Bowles. 

 

Stratford – upon - Avon Victorian Christmas Market, Friday 10th December 

 

The Victorian Christmas Market is a themed event with stall 

holders dressed in Victorian costumes. There will be 

entertainment throughout the town; a stage in Henley Street will 

host a programme of performances. There will be a traditional 

funfair, which will include a carousel situated at the bottom of 

Wood Street and on the Rother Street market area. The Christmas 

market will be on Waterside, Bridge Street, Henley Street, High 

Street and Meer Street, with stalls which will include street food 

and drink-related produce being positioned on Wood Street. 

On behalf of the Hinckley Canalside WI Committee, I am arranging 

a trip to this event on Friday 10th December; the cost will be 

£18.00 per person. We will be leaving by coach from Hinckley Bus 

Station at 9.00am. This will be at the loading bay just before the last stop which is Rugby Rd end. Our second pick up 

point will be St. Catherine’s Church in Burbage, leaving at 9.10am. The estimated time of arrival in Stratford is 

approximately 10.30 am - traffic permitting. We plan to return from Stratford at 4.00pm, arriving back first at 

Burbage and then at Hinckley Bus Station at approximately 5.40pm. 

We are giving priority on places to Canalside members, their family/friends. After this, members of other WIs will be 

offered places. 

I will be taking names from Canalside WI members at the October meeting. 

I will need a deposit of £10, which is refundable up to the 3rd November 2020. After this date no monies will be 

refunded. (This is because we need to confirm the coach by then). The remaining sum of £8.00 will need to be paid 

by 3rd Nov 2020. So all monies must be paid by 3rd Nov meeting. If you would like to pay the whole amount of 

£18.00 at the start that’s fine but it won't be refundable after 3rd Nov unless we have a reserve taking the seat. 

Ann Bowles. 

Future Events and Trips 



 

  Bletchley Park Day Trip, Saturday 12th 

March 2022 

Bletchley Park, once the top-secret home of the World 

War Two Codebreakers, is now a vibrant heritage 

attraction. 

You can discover incredible stories whilst exploring 

atmospheric Codebreaking Huts, wartime blocks and 

immersive exhibitions, all set within a former 

Victorian country estate. 

 

We will be leaving by coach from Hinckley Bus Station at 9.00am. This will be at the loading bay just before the last 

stop which is Rugby Rd end. Our second pick up point will be St. Catherine’s Church in Burbage, leaving at 9.10am. 

The estimated time of arrival in Bletchley is approximately 10.45 am - traffic permitting.  

We plan to return from Bletchley at 4.30pm, arriving back first at Burbage and then at Hinckley Bus Station at 

approximately 5.30pm. 

We are giving priority on places to Canalside members, their family/friends. After this, members of other WIs will be 

offered places. 

I will be taking names from Canalside WI members from Nov 3rd meeting onwards. 

The cost will be £38.00 without afternoon tea - or £58 per person if you are having afternoon tea. 

During the visit we have the opportunity to have afternoon tea at the Bletchley Mansion, this is normally off limits to 

the public, but if we book afternoon tea we can see inside and enjoy the atmosphere.  The cost of this is £20 

(Bletchley have offered to give us the 2020 price) which we have to pay in advance and by the 3rd January 2022; as 

we will be at Bletchley for about 6 hours it will make a real day of it. 

So if you want to do the afternoon tea and Bletchley you will need to pay £58 in total.  £20 as a deposit to confirm 

your place on the coach and Bletchley Park and £20 for the Afternoon Tea. (As we have to pay upfront for the tea 

when we book.) The rest of the payment of £18 by 3rd Jan 2022. 

If you would like to pay the whole amount of £58 at the start that’s fine but it won’t be refunded after Jan 3rd 2022, 

unless we have a reserve taking the seat.   Ann Bowles. 

Priscilla Queen of the Desert 

Many ladies have missed theatre trips, so I am delighted to announce we will be looking at a group booking to the 

Concordia Theatre on Wednesday 23 March 2022 to see Priscilla Queen of the Desert.  Tickets are priced at £15 

each. 

I hope many of you will support our local theatre. I will be taking names along with £5 deposit at both the October 

and November meetings. Gill x 

 

Based on the smash-hit movie, PRISCILLA QUEEN OF THE DESERT is the 

heart-warming, uplifting adventure of three friends who hop aboard a 

battered old bus bound for the Outback to put on the show of a lifetime. 

Their epic journey is a heart-warming story of self-discovery, sassiness and 

acceptance. 

 
  



 

 

Bits and Bobs Craft Club 

 

 On 28th September Bits and Bobs crafting group met and 

welcomed two new members. We had a lively and very 

productive evening making poppies. They were a bit fiddly to 

make, but we had fun!  

Our next meeting is on 26th October in the upstairs room at 

The Greyhound - from 6.30-8pm. 

 We’re (probably!) going to make stuffed baubles for 

Christmas. For any information, feel free to email me 

at collsimpson@yahoo.co.uk.      Colleen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Book Club 

I have contacted those of you who have expressed an interest in the Book 

Club and we shall be having an initial meeting shortly, hopefully at the café 

in the Atkins Building. This is just to meet up and develop a plan together as 

to how we want our Book Club to operate. The date has not yet been 

decided. 

If anyone else is interested then please contact Pat on 

pat.mcs@hotmail.com or 07714097947. 

 

Skittles Update 

We will be playing Hollycroft WI in our first skittles match.  This is due to 

take place at the Red Admiral in Broughton Astley on Wednesday 13 

October 2021. If you are able to play that evening could you please 

confirm at the October meeting, or text me on 07734429480. 

As previously advised, this is a knock out competition. 

If you want to come along and support, not play, you are more than 

welcome! Just let me know.     Thanks, Gill. 

Clubs and Teams 
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Hi Folks. It’s the month of Halloween and pumpkins are in 

the shops. How about these 2 recipes to try, using this 

spooky vegetable. For dinner try CREAMY PUMPKIN 

RISOTTO with BACON and LEEKS. 

Serves 2 to 4 
 
Ingredients 
50 ml olive oil 
1 finely chopped leek 
4 minced garlic cloves 
4 slices chopped bacon 
210 gm arborio or rice 
950 ml hot chicken broth 
235 ml white wine 
330 gm pumpkin puree 
Black pepper and chilli pepper to taste 
 

Method 
Heat olive oil in large frying pan over medium heat. Add leeks and cook for 5 mins till soft.  
Add garlic and cook for 2 more mins. Add bacon and fry till it starts to get crispy. Add rice and cook until slightly 
toasted Add 235 ml of broth and cook, stirring until it has been absorbed into rice. 
Repeat this process with the remaining broth and the white wine. 
Stir in pumpkin, black pepper and chilli pepper and cook for a few more minutes.  
 
And for a sweet recipe try PUMPKIN MUFFINS.  Makes 12. 
 
Ingredients                                                                                                                      
225 gm plain flour 
2 tsp baking powder 
1 tbsp ground cinnamon 
100 gm caster sugar 
50 gm soft brown sugar 
200 gm pumpkin puree 
2 large eggs 
125 gm slightly salted melted butter   
 
Method 
Heat oven to 200C/180C fan/gas 6 
Line a 12 hole muffin tin with muffin cases. 
Mix flour, baking powder, cinnamon and both sugars together in large bowl. 
Break up any lumps of brown sugar. 
Whisk pumpkin puree and eggs together and add to dry ingredients with the melted butter. 
Whisk for 1-2 mins with mixer, until combined. 
Bake for 15 mins until golden and risen and skewer inserted, comes out clean.    Cath Greenwell 
 
 

 

If your emergency contact phone number has changed, please notify Pat McShane so that we can update our 

records. 

The organizer needs contact numbers in the event of an accident, illness, admission to hospital or a serious event. 

This is a safeguarding measure for the benefit of all members. 

Some Halloween Recipes 

Trip Notice 



                                                      

 

For bookings please contact Ann Bowles on 07981 826871 

Date Event/Trip 

Friday 15th October Beetle Drive at The Greyhound, 9 New Buildings.       7.30pm start. 
Tickets £7 to include refreshments. 

Friday 10th December Stratford- upon-Avon Victorian Christmas Market. 
Pick up at Hinckley Bus Station at 9.00am and  
St. Catherine’s Church in Burbage at 9.10am.    £18 

Saturday 12th March 2022 Bletchley Park Day Trip 
Pick up at Hinckley Bus Station at 9.00am and  
St. Catherine’s Church in Burbage at 9.10am. 
£38.00 without afternoon tea - or £58 per person with afternoon tea. 

Saturday 19th March 2022 
 
 
 

Leicester Grammar School 
10.30 am – 3.30pm.    
Tickets:  £14 each.  
Tickets need to be applied for before 26 November 2021. 

Wednesday 23rd  March 
2022 

Concordia Theatre - Priscilla Queen of the Desert. 
Evening performance.   
Tickets £15. Deposit of £5 payable at Oct or Nov meeting.  

 

 

 

Annual Council Meeting 2022         Leicester Grammar School 

Saturday, 19 March 2022, 10.30 am – 3.30pm.   Tickets:  £14 each  

   

Susan McEniff                                                Dickie Arbiter                                      Dr Annie Gray                                                                                                                                         

Director of Marketing & Fundraising,        HM The Queen’s former press         Food historian, author and broadcaster. 

Leicester Charity Link - finding funding     secretary. 

for people in need since 1876.                                                                  

The ACM is always an excellent day out and the speakers are always informative and very entertaining. There are 

also stalls selling a variety of products, including, for example, cakes, handbags, scarves, crafts, WI products etc. 

There is a free ticket for any member wishing to be the delegate. In return, the delegate writes a report for the 

Canalside WI newsletter. 

If you are interested, please see Judith Smith at the County Events table at the October meeting. Full payment 

please. Tickets need to be applied for before 26 November 2021. 

A Summary of Events/Trips 

County Events  

 



 

 

County events need to be booked and paid for at the WI meeting.  

I will be seated at the County Events table, Judith Smith. 

Hardanger Embroidery Workshop. Saturday 16th October. £20. 10am - 3pm at WI House. 

A Little Me Time Thursday 20th October 2021, 7.00pm. Mary Foryann Centre, Hinckley. £15. Fashion show and 

hair demonstration. Refreshments. 

Ghost Walk, Leicester City Centre. Tuesday 26th October or Thursday 28th October. 6.30pm start 8.00pm 

finish. Cost £5.50. 

Goldwork Techniques. Saturday 13th November. 10 am - 3 pm at WI House. Cost £20. Suitable for beginners 

or more experienced embroiderers. 

Christmas Dabble Day. 27th November 2021 - £5 , WI House - a Festive fun filled session with crafts to try. 

Belvoir Castle. 3rd December 2021, Ticket only £33, Ticket and coach £42. Enjoy a Regency Christmas & light trail 

in the Gardens. 

Margaret Johnson Trophy Competition 2022. Writing challenge of 500 words. Title ‘Memorable Day 

Out’. Cost £4. Closing date 10th January 2022. 

Federation Art Trophy 2021/22 ‘Fairground’. Cost £4. Closing date 10th February 2022. See me for the 

detailed rules on size etc. 

TLH Torquay Holiday, 7th - 11th February 2022. Cost £295pp. 

 

. 

 

 

          Other County Events 


