
     
 

 

 

 

Hi Everyone, 

Isn’t it great to be back meeting each other again for our monthly meetings at the 

Mary Forryan Centre. 

Little did I know when we had our first face to face meeting in September that in a 

couple of months’ time I would be taking over as President, because Mandy had 

decided to step down after 7 years and what a brilliant President she has been. Over 

the years Mandy has worked so hard keeping  Hinckley Canalside WI up and running 

through all kinds of different unaccountable dramas, including lockdown … always in 

her own usual level headed and diplomatic way.  

 

So you see my problem, having to fill BIG shoes! Well I might slip and slide a bit at first, but I will do my best to lead 

our new ‘Team’. I don’t want to call them ‘Committee’ (it sounds crusty).  I really do have a strong team helping me. 

Everyone has accepted their particular role and are dead keen to do their best in making Hinckley Canalside WI a 

great group to be a member of.   

After this last couple of years’ lockdown we are ALL ready to have some good times and not only just at our monthly 

meetings. Speaking of which, do you remember our Quiz Night …Vina Ladwa and you all doing ‘Bollywood’….Ray 

Lowry making us laugh after our Annual Meeting?  We have already got some great speakers booked for next year: 

January, Charlotte Wakeling with a silver clay demo, February Caroline Roberts on ‘Haunted Leicester’ and March 

Tom Phillips Chocolatier.   

This year we have managed to do a few trips/events, one being a sunny afternoon at Beaumanor Hall. We have also 

done some lovely walks, the Foodfest Market Stall, the Gin Tour (that was a night to remember) and just recently the 

Christmas Lights Switch On - we still have our Stratford Victorian Market to look forward to!                

We are working together on our new programme for the year ahead – speakers, trips and events (and we are always 

open to good ideas). We want to give you lots of occasions to really enjoy yourselves and have as much fun as 

possible.  

REMEMBER OUR FIRST MEETING of the Year is 12th JANUARY 2022 

I would like to wish you all a Very Happy Christmas. Margaret Lawrence. 
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We are again luckily able to have our usual caterers for the Christmas Buffet this year. They always do such an 

excellent job with the food and Justine and her team will be dealing with all of the catering arrangements. 

Many Ladies have said that they want time to enjoy one another’s company, so we are planning a traditional 

Christmas party ….Cath Greenwell is going to play her keyboard.   We will be doing a quiz, singing some festive songs 

and carols. After the food - to end the night - we will sing our favourite Christmas song ‘The Twelve Days of 

Christmas’.  

PLEASE BRING YOUR OWN DRINKS AND GLASSES (but take your empty bottles home with you!) 

Mandy will take any party food left over to Lawrence House. 

 

 

 

Whilst wearing face coverings is no longer mandatory in England some members may feel more comfortable 

continuing to wear them and the wearing of face coverings in enclosed and crowded spaces is encouraged. 

 Could we remind you to bring your own wipes/hand sanitiser – we will provide hand sanitiser as well.  

 Any members or visitors who have any Covid-19 symptoms must stay at home.  

 If you have been told to self-isolate by NHS Test and Trace or NHS Wales Test Trace Protect you must do so. 

 If you experience any Covid-19 symptoms you must get a PCR test. If you test positive and have attended an in-

person WI meeting or activity within the last TEN days you must inform the President/Committee. 

 Self-isolate if told to do so by NHS Test and Trace. 

 Pat McShane will be taking a register as usual in the reception area. Pat will ask for contact details from you 

when they sign in. 

 Please bring your own cup/mug. Thanks for your co-operation.  

 

 

 

We are again collecting chocolates and toiletries for the women and children at the 

refuge….you always give so generously and they are so grateful for your act of kindness.   

I will make arrangements to deliver your gifts after our Christmas Party. Margaret Lawrence 

 

                              

 

 

Covid safety advice - an update 

 

 

 

Donations for Hinckley Women’s Refuge 

 

 

 

https://www.england.nhs.uk/coronavirus/community-social-care-ambulance/symptoms-of-covid-19-and-medical-advice
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The money we raise from the Christmas Raffle we would like to 

donate to ACWW also known as Pennies for Friendship.  

Because of the Covid lockdown, and it seems a lack of small 

change, we have only been able to collect just over £13.00 this 

year   We always  send them a donation  in January … as a kind 

gesture we propose to also send them the money we take at our 

Christmas Raffle. Margaret. 

 

Associated Country Women of the World 

Pat has included a little bit more information about ACWW below, especially for new members. 

ACWW,  better known as Pennies for Friendship, is a charity 

supported by the WI. WI members are affiliated to the ACWW 

movement. 

It is the largest international organisation for rural women and 

is active in over 70 countries. Canalside members support it by 

bringing loose change to our meetings and putting it in the large 

purple tub or the cups dotted around the room. We have also 

contributed part of raffle takings in the past. 

 

The amount we collect is sent off in February each year. In the past we have always sent off over £200 but, due to 

circumstances, so far this year we have collected just over £13. We intend to give the raffle takings at our December 

meeting. Please try to remember to bring your pennies to the meetings over the next few months and support our 

raffle and see if we can increase our donation to this important cause. 

Look out for the purple bucket where you will find more information about ACWW. 

 

          
 

 

 

I wanted to thank all of you for the beautiful flowers and the gift voucher – 

they are very much appreciated and your card is something I will treasure. 

Seven years is a long time as president, but I enjoyed my time in post. 

I know that Margaret will do an excellent job and bring a fresh perspective.  

Looking forward to the new WI year and enjoying all that being a member 

brings. Mandy. 

 

 

Thank you  

 

 

 

Christmas Raffle 

 

 

 



Sales Table 

I won’t be doing a sales table this month. I hope you enjoy the December meeting. 

Happy Christmas, Cath. 

 

 

We will all be getting more post than usual over the next few weeks, so can I ask 

ladies to remember to keep any used postage stamps, and bring them to Lisa in the 

foyer at the January meeting, please? 

These will be passed onto Hinckley Area Foodbank, who can use them to boost 

their funds.   Thank you, Lisa. 

 

 

Our WI has chosen to support Hinckley Area Foodbank this year, and 

many thanks for your support for our fundraising efforts so far. 

Members can also support Hinckley Area Foodbank in other ways, by 

donating any of the following items, which can be used to generate 

funds.  These can be handed to Lisa Parkins who will usually be in the 

entrance foyer on arrival at our WI meetings. 

- used postage stamps - Lisa will leave a collection folder at the signing in desk, to drop these into 

- spare/unwanted foreign or old currency  - old mobile phones (with charger if possible) 

- old digital tablets or cameras  - unwanted costume jewellery/watches 

Of course, you can also help by picking up an extra item or two in your grocery shop to donate to those in 

need.  Collection boxes/trollies are usually located behind supermarket checkouts, to drop them in on your way 

out.  For an idea of what items are most needed at the moment, check the link Donate food | Hinckley Area 

Foodbank 

Any help will be most gratefully received and help to support those who are struggling to put food on the table 

during these difficult times.         Thank you. 

 

 

    

 

At our November meeting we were entertained by our guest speaker Dr 

Ray Lowry.  He made us all laugh sharing his funny stories and anecdotes 

from his past experiences as a doctor and dentist.  He showed us the 

funny side of life as a professional and how important humour was when 

dealing with the general public.   He had been a comedy script-writer for 

the stars in the 1970’s and had some fascinating photos from his time on 

television and radio with a host of famous comedians from that era. 

Justine. 

 

 

Collection of used stamps 

 

 

Food Bank 

 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under 

Meeting Snapshot 
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Gin Tour 15th November 

 

 

Sally Faulkner bought this run down Old Victorian 

Building that was once the Brocklehurst Hosiery 

Company in the early 1900’s… and later became 

The Glass Factory. 

  

 

 

 

 

It was completely gutted down to its original beamed ceilings and wooden floors and had to have a lot of asbestos 

dealt with before she could have the walls sandblasted. The décor is bespoke to a very high standard. A beautiful 

wooden and copper spiral staircase. Even the toilets are bespoke. The downstairs bar has a very modern yet cosy 

feel about it. Through a glass wall you can see the beautiful huge copper still called Claire, where Sally distils all of 

her gins.  

The second floor has a Gin School with 8 individually named small copper stills.  The third floor or ‘Crow’s Nest’ is 

rumoured to have on occasions, different kind of spirits! Although we only saw another great bar filled with modern 

tables and chairs and big comfy sofas.  

 

 

Sally and Damion are wonderful Hosts and conducted the Gin Tour 

for us. They told us about the processes with lots of interesting 

facts. In between we were able to sample four different gins …the 

first one was Sally’s Signature Gin, second was Rhubarb and 

Custard, third Raspberry and the fourth,  my favourite, was Blood 

Orange.  

Sally is just finishing distilling a Mince Pie Gin which is supposed to 

be fantastic according to Damion. You then order the fabulous gin 

cocktail of your choice and by this time all is well with the world.  

Everyone said it was a marvellous night out….A night to remember. 

We had such an enjoyable and good time. Some of us had to get a 

taxi home!! 

Margaret Lawrence  

 

 

Bond Street Distillery Visits 

 



 

 

Gin and Afternoon Tea 23rd November 

  

 

This is such a marvellous venue to visit. Damion and Sally always make everyone welcome and special. We had such 

a wonderful Afternoon Tea. 

At first we were served with tea/coffee or if preferred a gin cocktail. After which they served the beautifully 

prepared food. A selection of sandwiches, quiche, scones within infused raspberry jam, clotted cream, a dessert, a 

cake and….. a double gin cocktail.  

After tea the ladies were invited to a tour of the distillery and had the opportunity to see Sally working with the 

beautiful big copper still making the next batch of gin. Afterwards we visited the Gin Schoolroom. 

We all had a great fun time. Everyone said how much they had enjoyed it. 

Perhaps we can arrange another Afternoon Tea next year.  

                                                    Margaret Lawrence 

  



 

 

On the evening of Hinckley Christmas Light 

Switch On, 19th. November 2021, Canalside WI 

manned a stall in Castle Street. 

It was a very successful event, as we raised £213 

in total. The stall was decked out with festive 

decorations, some of which were for sale, craft 

items and of course homemade cakes and 

cookies. It looked very festive indeed and a lot 

of interest was shown by the public. 

We sold all the edible goods and most of the 

craft items. There were some soft toys 

remaining which we donated to the Women’s 

Refuge. 

 

Thanks to all of you who made donations and 

manned the stall for the time and energy that 

you put into this event, without you we would 

not be able to of had such a profitable event.  

The proceeds will go to Hinckley Canalside WI 

and Hinckley Food Bank. 

Best wishes Sue. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Our website address is: 

https://hinckleycanalsidewi.co.uk/ 

Just press the Control Key and Click!  

On the front page of the newsletter there is a blue hyperlink 

in the top right hand box that will always be there for you to 

use. Just press the Control Key and Click and it will take you 

to the website. 

You will find Canalside WI’s monthly newsletter there. There 

is also a Gallery, Events, WI links – including to MY WI, the 

national website for members. On MY WI you can access 

Craft, Food and Cookery, Floral Art and Gardening – all to be 

found under Make, Create and Do. Mandy 

Hinckley Canalside WI Website 

 

 

Canalside Market Stall - Hinckley Christmas Lights Switch On 

https://hinckleycanalsidewi.co.uk/


 

 

 

This month it is Justine Godwin's turn. 

Justine organises our refreshments each month. 

She is also the coordinator for Canalside WI’s website and writes some 

items for our newsletter. 

 

 

 

 

Walking Group 

Six Canalside WI members, one dog and a guest 

walker (Joy's husband) had a very pleasant walk 

on the morning of 17th. November. 

We started at Main Street, Sutton Cheney and 

took the gated road to Market Bosworth. The 

weather was very kind to us, it was sunny and 

mild. This enabled us to take in the beautiful 

autumn colours, the trees were magnificent. 

We were also treated to views across open 

countryside. We had a refreshment break in 

Market Bosworth, before returning along the 

same route. There will be no walk in December 

but hope to see some of you again for the 

January walk. This will be publicised at the January meeting. 

Best wishes for Christmas and the New Year to you and your families. Sue. 

Darts 

We used to play in a W.I. darts competition where we competed against 

other W.I.s in our local area. If we won our group we would progress to the 

knock-out stage. In 2014 we actually won (winning team in photo ). Darts 

is now back on again! If you are interested in joining us then please see me at 

the December or January meeting or sign up at the back tables. 

You really don’t have to be good at darts! It’s a fun evening with an 

opportunity to meet ladies from other W.I.s. 

It usually starts in March when the evenings are getting brighter. Hope to 

arrange a practice match before we get started so please sign-up ASAP.      

                                                                                                                                              

You can also contact me at pat.mcs@hotmail.com or 07714097947. Pat McShane 

  

Clubs and Teams 

 

 

Meet the Committee 

 

mailto:pat.mcs@hotmail.com


Book Club 

 

We held our first Book Club meeting since before lockdown at 

the Café in the Atkin’s Building on Monday 8th November at 11am. 

There were 11 people there and we just chatted about books and got 

to know each other over coffee. It was good to see so many new 

faces as well as the regulars. We came up with suggestions for future 

reading and decided that we would start off with ‘The Paper 

Bracelet’ by Rachel English. 

 

Our next meeting is at the same venue on Monday 13th December at 11am and we will be talking about ‘The Paper 

Bracelet’. All are welcome even if you have not read the book. Please talk to me at the meeting or contact me by 

email or text for more information. 

My contact details are pat.mcs@hotmail.com or 07714 097947. 

 

Bits and Bobs Craft Group 

 

Bits and Bobs Craft Group have their next meeting on 30th 

November. We’re going to have a go at making Christmas 

crackers to go with our Christmas party food! We’re not 

meeting in December.   

We are looking for new premises, so if anyone has any ideas 

we’d be grateful. We struggle with stairs, especially when 

carrying resources. It needs to be in the evening (as some 

members work during the day) on (preferably) the last 

Tuesday of the month. Enough room for around 10 people to 

spread out their kit. Free or very, very cheap! Not too much 

to ask! 

 

 

The pictures show the embroidery threads that 

Carol has sorted ready for next year and some of 

the items going to the stall when the lights are 

switched on.  

I can be reached at collsimpson@yahoo.co.uk 
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Stratford – upon - Avon Victorian Christmas Market, Friday 10th December 

The Victorian Christmas Market is a themed event with stall 

holders dressed in Victorian costumes. There will be 

entertainment throughout the town; a stage in Henley Street 

will host a programme of performances. There will be a 

traditional funfair, which will include a carousel situated at the 

bottom of Wood Street and on the Rother Street market area. 

The Christmas market will be on Waterside, Bridge Street, 

Henley Street, High Street and Meer Street, with stalls which 

will include street food and drink-related produce being 

positioned on Wood Street. 

On behalf of the Hinckley Canalside WI Committee, I am 

arranging a trip to this event on Friday 10th December; the cost 

will be £18.00 per person. We will be leaving by coach from Hinckley Bus Station at 9.00am. This will be at the 

loading bay just before the last stop which is Rugby Rd end. Our second pick up point will be St. Catherine’s Church 

in Burbage, leaving at 9.10am. The estimated time of arrival in Stratford is approximately 10.30 am - traffic 

permitting. We plan to return from Stratford at 4.00pm, arriving back first at Burbage and then at Hinckley Bus 

Station at approximately 5.40pm. 

We are giving priority on places to Canalside members, their family/friends. After this, members of other WIs will be 

offered places. 

Tickets cost £18. 

I will need a deposit of £10, which is refundable up to the 3rd November 2020. After this date no monies will be 

refunded.  

Ann Bowles. 

Stop Press Stratford – upon - Avon Victorian Christmas Market, Friday 10th December 

Just a few notes as a reminder for the trip to Stratford Christmas Market on Dec 10th. 

At the time of writing, face coverings will be made compulsory in shops and on public transport from next week.  

So, we will expect those going on this trip to wear a face mask on the coach. 

 Please bring your own hand sanitizer. 

 Any members who have any Covid 19 symptoms must stay at home. 

 If you have been told to self-isolate by the NHS Test and Trace you must do so. 

 If you experience any Covid 19 symptoms after our visit to Stratford and within TEN days please get a PCR 

test. You can do this by going onto the PCR test website (https://www.gov.uk/getcoronavirus-test) and if you 

test positive contact me by email annjohnbowles@virginmedia.com or my mobile 07981826871, so I can 

contact all those who attended. 

 We will be asking you to complete a next of kin form on the coach and this will be destroyed after our visit to 

comply with data protection. 

 Please take note of my mobile phone number 07981826871. I will be carrying this with me on the day and 

can be contacted if you have an emergency etc.               Thank you, Ann Bowles. 

 

   

Future Events and Trips 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/getcoronavirus-test
mailto:annjohnbowles@virginmedia.com


Reminder - our trip to the Concordia Theatre is on 

Wednesday 23 March 2022 to see Priscilla Queen of the 

Desert.   The price of tickets is £13.50p. 

I am hoping to be at our December meeting, but this is 

dependent on recovery of my leg injury.  If I am not there, 

Ann will be taking final payments.  

 

 

Full amount needs to be paid at our December meeting. 

Hoping to see you all soon. Gill x 

 

 
 
Wondering what to do with left over turkey this Christmas? Here’s an easy recipe for you to try. 
 

 
LEFTOVER TURKEY FRICASSEE. 
Serves 4 
Ingredients 
50g butter 
100g button mushrooms quartered 
1tbs plain flour 
100ml white wine or dry sherry 
200ml chicken or turkey stock 
150ml double cream or creme fraiche 
800g leftover boneless cooked turkey, chopped into chunks or shredded 
small bunch parsley, chopped (optional) 
 

Method 
Heat butter in deep frying or saute pan, until sizzling, then add mushrooms and fry for 4-5 mins until 
softened.Sprinkle the flour over them and stir until a paste forms. Cook for a few more mins. 
Pour in the wine or sherry and let it bubble for a minute, then stir in stock and bring to the boil.Reduce the heat to a 
simmer and stir in cream. Season, then stir in turkey. Simmer until turkey is heated through, then remove from heat 
and stir in parsley, if using. Serve with pasta, mash or rice. 
 
And for afters…. 

 
 
 
Mince pie brownies.Makes 16. 
Ingredients:- 
185g unsalted butter, cubed 
185g high quality dark chocolate chopped 
85g plain flour 
40g cocoa powder 
3 large eggs 
275g golden caster sugar 
6 mince pies or 9 to 12 mini mince pies 
Icing sugar for dusting 
 

 

Some Festive Recipes 

 

 



Method 
Heat oven to 180C/160C fan/gas 4 
Melt butter and chocolate in a medium bowl, either in a microwave- cooking for 1 min on high, then stirring and 
continuing to heat on 20 second blasts, till melted, or by setting bowl over pan of simmering water and stirring 
occasionally.Once melted, leave to cool. 
Line base of a shallow 20cm square tin with non stick baking parchment. Sieve flour and cocoa into a medium bowl. 
Whisk the eggs and sugar with electric mixer on maximum speed until thick and creamy, about 3-8 mins, or when 
the mixture runs off the beaters and leaves a trail for a second or two. 
Pour in the cooled mixture, then fold together with spatula in a  figure of eight, moving the bowl round, being gentle, 
so you don’t knock the air out, until the mixture is a mottled dark brown. 
Sift in the cocoa and flour mixture and continue gently folding in. The mixture will look dry and dusty, then fudgy. 
Don’t over mix it. 
Spoon a little into the prepared tin, then add mince pies, leaving them whole. Scrape over the rest of the mixture, 
gently easing it between and over the pies. Level the top. Put in the oven for 25 mins.If the brownie mixture is very 
wobbly in the middle, it’s not quite done, so put them back in the oven for another 5 or 10 mins, or until the top has 
a shiny, papery crust and the sides are just beginning to come away from tin.Take out of the oven and leave to cool 
in the tin.Dust with icing sugar. Cut into 16 pieces. Enjoy! 
 

 

For bookings please contact Ann Bowles on 07981 826871 

Date Event/Trip 

Friday 10th December 2021 Stratford- upon-Avon Victorian Christmas Market. 
Pick up at Hinckley Bus Station at 9.00am and  
St. Catherine’s Church in Burbage at 9.10am.    £18 

Wednesday 23rd  March 
2022 
Starts at 7.30pm. 

Concordia Theatre - Priscilla Queen of the Desert. 
Evening performance.   
December meeting last date for payments. Tickets £13.50p 

 

Trip Notice  If your emergency contact phone number has changed, please notify Pat McShane so that we can 

update our records. The organizer needs contact numbers in the event of an accident, illness, admission to 

hospital or a serious event. This is a safeguarding measure for the benefit of all members. 

If you are interested, please see Judith Smith at the County Events table at the November meeting. Full payment 

please. Tickets need to be applied for before 26 November 2021 

County events need to be booked and paid for at the WI meeting.  I will be seated at the County Events table, 

Judith. 

Margaret Johnson Trophy Competition 2022. Writing challenge of 500 words. Title ‘Memorable Day 

Out’. Cost £4. Closing date 10th January 2022. 

Federation Art Trophy 2021/22 ‘Fairground’. Cost £4. Closing date 10th February 2022. See me for the 

detailed rules on size etc. 

TLH Torquay Holiday, 7th - 11th February 2022. Cost £295pp. 

The Edith Buckley Poetry Competition. To use any poetic form to celebrate aspects of Queen Elizabeth’s 

life and work over the last 70years. Entries are to be on A4 paper, no more than 250 words. Entrance fee is £4. 

Closing date 10th February 2022. 

Petanque Evening, Friday 25th February 2022. Birstall. Tickets £5 to include ham or cheese cob. 7,00pm 

start. Beginners welcome. 

 

A Summary of Events/Trips 

 

 

County Events 

 


