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POSSIBLE CHANGE OF VENUE

Possible change of venue for Canalside
WI’s monthly meetings.
Dear Members, we have enjoyed our
monthly meetings at St John’s Church Hall
on Coventry Road since the start of our WI
in 2011. However, due to ongoing and
increasingly difficult issues, including
heating and the use of IT, the committee
have reached the conclusion that moving
to an alternative venue will be better in
the long term.
So we have researched a move to the
Mary Forryan Centre, at St Peter’s Church,
Leicester Road, Hinckley. The advantages
in doing so are as follows:

more car parking space

outdoor space

tables that members could use at
meetings

dependable IT equipment

consistent heating

an emergency contact number
In terms of costs, the rental charges are
very similar for the two venues. The date
and time of the monthly meetings would
remain the same – usually, the first
Wednesday in the month.

The committee have given this matter
careful consideration and hope that we
can rely on your support.
The hall at the Mary Forryan Centre offers
comfortable, modern facilities.
Obviously, you need to be consulted
about your preference. If you wish to
register your objection to this proposal,
then a slip has been included in your
Christmas posting package, to be returned
by the January 8th meeting at the latest. Or
you can email at canalsidewi2@gmail.com
If you have any questions about this
proposal, we can spend some time on this
at the January meeting. Thank you,
Mandy.
2020 MEMBERSHIP

have been made recently that we may
not have. Don’t forget to include a Gift
Aid form if applicable.
Looking forward to seeing many of you
on Wednesday and sharing lots of good
times in 2020.
THANK YOU FROM WOMEN’S REFUGE

On behalf of the Women’s Refuge,
Melanie Diamandis would like to thank
all members who kindly donated
Christmas gifts. There was huge support
and Tricia made two large deliveries to
the Hub ready for Christmas. Your
generosity is much appreciated.
COLLECTION FOR WOMEN’S REFUGE

Happy New Year to you all and a big
thank you to those of you who have
already re-joined for 2020.
The January meeting can be very hectic
for us with many members trying to give
us money! It would be very helpful if you
could bring your cheque/cash in a sealed
envelope with your name clearly written
on the outside. Please also write on the
outside any changes to your details that

Collection of Basic Toiletries
Please bring any items to the January
and February meetings. Thank you.
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OXFORD DAY TRIP
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The Pitt Rivers Museum

th

On Saturday 25 April we are running a
day trip to Oxford. The cost is £18. The
coach will from the Marina at 9.00 am
and from St Catherine’s Church,
Burbage, at 9.10 am. Names will be
taken at the January meeting with a £10
deposit. Oxford has a vast array of
attractions - not forgetting a great
selection of shops. Here are just a few!
Balliol College

Christchurch Memorial Gardens

In the words of Bill Bryson, 'The Pitt
Rivers is packed beautifully, and
practically to the ceiling with the most
wonderful array of ethnographic objects,
all soothingly lit and artistically
arranged.’ Admission free .A regular
programme of guided tours of the Old
Bodleian Library allows individual visitors
to explore its historic rooms, including
the medieval Duke Humfrey's Library.
A fundamental part of the tales of Alice in
Wonderland, Alice’s Shop features in the
original story written by Lewis Carroll.

Please consider the 5 resolutions on the
shortlist and then select the one you
would most like to see go forward for
further discussion and voting at the
Annual Meeting in June 2020.
You can make your selection by filling
out the selection form found in the
November and December 2019 issue of
WI Life on page 27. On pages 24 – 27 you
can find an outline of the key points for
each of the 5 resolutions.
Please note that briefing materials for
the resolution shortlist are now available
on My WI. For each resolution you will
find briefing notes, a PowerPoint
presentation and a quiz. The aim of these
resources is to help members improve
their understanding of the issues.
There is a link to My WI on External Links
on the Hinckley Canalside website. Log
into My WI, select Public Affairs and
Campaigns and then Resolutions
2019/20.
The 5 resolutions are:
1.

Many of the colleges are open to the
public, so that you can see the gardens
and possibly key buildings, such as the
chapel and hall. Sometimes access is free
or you pay a small fee to the porter at the
lodge. I would recommend Balliol
College and Christchurch.
The Ashmolean Museum

Visit inspiring herbaceous borders,
glasshouses that take you around the
world, or simply relax in the UK’s oldest
botanic garden. With nearly 6,000
different types of plant, the garden is a
year-round oasis of biodiversity, right in
the heart of the city. Mandy.

A call to increase potential
stem cell donor registration
2. Female crash test dummies
3. End modern slavery
4. Time to talk about death and
dying
5. Protect our precious helium
Last year over 20 WIs in our federation
failed to send in their votes; please make
every effort to get your votes in! A 100%
return would be wonderful! The LRFWI
needs to receive WIs’ voting results by
14th February 2020. Your vote will be
collated by our Secretary, Judith Smith.
Therefore, please bring your completed
form to the January or February
meeting and hand it in at the County
Events Desk. Thank you.
RESOLUTION VOTING 20

Oxford Botanic Gardens

The Ashmolean is the University of
Oxford’s museum of art and
archaeology, founded in 1683. Their
world famous collections range from
Egyptian mummies to contemporary art,
telling human stories across cultures and
across time. Open every day, 10am–5pm.
Admission is free.

RESOLUTIONS 2020

CANALSIDE CHRISTMAS PARTY
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Over 60 members enjoyed a plentiful
buffet, with entertainment provided by
The Cocktail Shaker Boys, Andrew and
Steve. We learned about the basic
components of a cocktail - the base, the
modifier and flavouring and colouring, as
well as having the opportunity to sample
such delights as the Grasshopper, Mojito
and the Merry Berry Cherry mocktail!
Cath Greenwell played festive numbers
on her keyboard and Tricia Sykes led a
fun group rendition of The Twelve Days
of Christmas to end a very enjoyable
evening.
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There will be a three course meal and
entertainment from Will Gray, close up
magician, and live band Covernote.
To buy tickets and for more information
contact 01455 890688 or email:
lisa@hinckleyhomeless.com
RAFFLE PRIZES APPEAL
If you have any unwanted Christmas gifts
etc. please bring along and donate to the
raffle.
I will be collecting at our usual
Wednesday meetings - all items
gratefully received!
Thank you - Gill x.
SALES TABLE

Unfortunately due to illness there will not
be a sales table at the January meeting.
Cath.
CAKE MAKERS

WATLING GROUP ANNUAL MEETING

Thursday 19th March at Hope Church at
7.30 pm.
Host Hollycroft WI.
Magician Jack Dent will present the ‘The
History of Magic’ interspersed with
tricks. The competition is to make your
own wand!
Tickets cost £8 to include light
refreshments.
BURSARIES
Watling Group Denman Bursary 2019:
worth £300, entries for this will be taken
at the February meeting.
Canalside Bursaries 2020
We will be offering two bursaries this
year, each worth £300, to attend
Denman College. The draw will take
place at our February meeting. The
winners must be prepared to book their
places by September 2020. This is not
open to previous winners. You can put
your name forward at the January or
February meeting!

Thanks to all of our members who provided
cakes or fruit for us in 2019. We will begin
2020 with the Committee doing the
honours. Happy New Year to you all!

NEW WEBSITE

A Message from Diana Morgan, Chair
of Hinckley Homeless Group. Spring

THE WIZARD OF OZ

Fundraising Ball .

We now have a website that has been set
up with the help of an expert. Committee
members have invested a lot of time in
this, so please use it!
Our website address is:

https://hinckleycanalsidewi.co.uk/
Just press the Control Key and Click!
th

Ballet Theatre UK, Sunday Dec 15 .
Twenty four Canalside members enjoyed
this memorable production: the ballet
was excellent and the costumes
amazing! Thank you to Tricia for
organizing this event.

This event will take place on Saturday
28th March at the Hinckley Rugby Club.
Tickets are £40pp and tables seat 10. It
should be a great night out!

The top of the newsletter also has a
hyperlink in red that will always be there
for you to use. Just press the Control Key
and Click and it will take you to the
website.
You will also find Canalside WI’s monthly
newsletter there. Thanks, Mandy.
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DARTS CLUB

BITS AND BOBS CRAFT CLUB

attended. She was a very good speaker.
Several of our book club are considering
attending and we thought that more
members may be interested. See Judith at
the desk for tickets.

The 2020 darts season will start shortly.
Entries have to be made by the end of this
month. If you are interested in getting
involved please have a word with Pat
McShane or any other committee
member. All welcome.
CROCHET AND KNITTING CLUB

For the last meeting of the year the group
met for a Christmas get together and a social
evening while enjoying snacks and nibbles
brought along by the members. Everyone had
brought along their own projects to work on
and all agreed it had been a good evening and
a productive year.
The club will continue to meet on the third
Tuesday of the month at the Greyhound pub,
so the next meeting will be on the 21st of
January. Sue Hurst.
At the January meeting we will be making
spectacle cases. We will be providing a
pattern and will have some non-fraying
fabric. Please bring a sewing kit and, if
wished, something to decorate yours with (or
your own fabric). Or, as usual, bring
something of your own to work on. Or just
come to chat!
In the New Year Colleen Simpson will be
organizing the craft club. Some members
arrive at 6.30 to finish at 8.00pm, but others
prefer to start at 7.00 to finish at 8.30 pm.
Any queries contact:
colleen.simpson@yahoo.com
Thank you, Colleen.

Lisa meets twice a month on the 1st and 3rd
Tuesday of the month at the Plough Inn, in
the function room out the back @ 6.30pm
– 8.30pm alongside the Cosy Yarn Knitting
Group, who are there from 6-8pm every
week. The pub serves hot drinks, as well as
the usual pub beverages; anyone is
welcome. Feel free to come, bring a friend
and learn to crochet or just enjoy the
company.
BOOK CLUB

WALKING GROUP

The book club meets on Thursday 9th
January at 1 - 3.00pm in the Greyhound
Pub.
Everyone is welcome, even if you have
not read the book. It is a great chance to
meet other WI members and socialise.
The book we will be discussing is:
‘The Clockmaker’s Daughter’ by Kate
Morton.
February: ‘Home Fires ‘by Julie Summers
March: ‘The White Queen’ by Phillipa
Gregory,
April: ‘The Beekeeper of Patagonia’ by
U N Owan
We chose our February book to coincide
with the Literary Cream Tea on Sat 21st
March at St Peter’s Church Centre where
the guest speaker is Julie Summers. This
book was the basis of a very popular TV
series several years ago. At that time there
was a WI Lunch where she spoke that I

January Walk
This will take place on Wednesday 15th
January. We will meet outside the
Hercules Revived pub, in Sutton Cheney,
at 10.50 am to start walking at 11.00 am.
We will walk along the gated road to
Market Bosworth. After a refreshment
break in the town at The Red Lion, we
will return along the same route. The Red
Lion is dog friendly.
The total distance is approximately 3
miles. There are no stiles.
Please do not use the Hercules pub car
park as there is limited space. There is
plenty of roadside parking. All welcome.

HINCKLEY CANALSIDE WI | Issue Jan 2020

5

6

EVENTS
For bookings please contact Ann Bowles on 07981 826871

Tickets available for 2020 ACM 14th March. Cost £12.Speakers
are Salley Illsley, Girlguiding Commisioner for Loughborough.
Jasvinder Sanghera CBE founder of Karma Nirvana and author
and Rev. Kate Bottley journalist, television and radio presenter
and C of E priest. (See newsletter item.)

Date

Event

Saturday 29th
February 2020
Matinee at
Curve,
Leicester,
2.15pm start.
Saturday,
14th March
10.30 am –
3.30pm

Andrew Lloyd Webber’s Phantom of the
Opera.

Entry to Brenda Barnett Trophy 2020- three craft items with the
theme ‘Musical Memories’.

Tickets available at the January meeting.

Museum of Timekeeping and Southwell Manor,Tuesday 24th
March 2020. £30 per person. Coach leaves WI House at 9am.

Tickets: £12 each.

RHS Malvern Spring Festival, 9th May 2020. Coach leaves WI
House, Leicester, at 8.30am. Cost £35, friends and family
welcome.

Thursday 19th
March
7.30 pm start

Watling Group Annual Meeting at Hope
Church.

NEW

Tickets £8 to include light refreshments.

Literary Cream Tea, 21st March, 1.15 for 1.45. at St Peters
Church Glenfield. Cost £15. Guest speaker is Julie Summers.

Saturday 25th
April.

Annual Council Meeting at Leicester
Grammar School.

Hardanger Workshop, 15th February 2020, WI House, Leicester.
Cost £20. 10.00am - 3.00pm. Bring a packed lunch.

Day trip to Oxford.
Tickets £18.
Pick up at the Marina at 9.00 am and at St
Catherine’s Church, Burbage at 9.10 am.

TRIPS NOTICE
If your emergency contact phone number has changed, please
notify Pat McShane so that we can update our records. The
organizer needs contact numbers in the event of an accident,
illness, admission to hospital or a serious event. This is a
safeguarding measure for the benefit of all members.
COUNTY TRIPS AND EVENTS
If you are interested in any county event please book with
me at the County Events Desk. Please see the flyers in your
emails for more details. Judith Smith.
The Edith Buckley Poetry Competition, in memory of WI
member from Blackfordby. Subject ‘A favourite walk’. Closing
date 20th January 2020.
Green Hearts Day Saturday, 25 January 2020 WI House, 135
Loughborough Road, Leicester, LE4 5LQ. 10.00am until 3.00pm.
Tickets: £5.00 to cover cost of materials.
Individual Flower Competition Jose Smart Award, title ‘Time
for Tea’, Saturday 14th March 2020 at Annual Council Meeting,
Leicester Grammar School, Great Glen LE8 9FL.
Individual Cookery Competition, Saturday 14th March 2020 at
Annual Council Meeting Leicester Grammar School, Great Glen,
LE8 9FL.
Individual Craft Competition, Saturday 14th March 2020 at
Annual Council Meeting, Leicester Grammar School, Great Glen,
LE8 9FL.
Children’s Cupcake decoration Competition, Saturday 14th
March 2020 at Annual Council Meeting, Leicester Grammar
School, Great Glen, LE8 9FL.

Springtime Treats, 28th March, Market Harborough Methodist
Church at 10.30am. Tickets £24
Chicken Wire Workshop at WI House, 4th April, 10.00 am to
3.30pm. Tickets £30.
DENMAN DIP

The prize will be a bursary either for full payment of, or
towards the cost of a two-night course of your choice at
Denman. The actual amount will depend on the number
of entries received. You are very welcome to enter more
than once if you wish. If you are unable to attend the
Annual Council Meeting, but you still wish to be included
in the draw, please write your name, WI and contact
details on the envelopes provided and include the £1.00
entry fee.
Mandy will ensure that these entries are taken to the
ACM in March.

